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UNCLAS MEXICO 01857 


PASS TO: OIF/NMFS/NOAA/DOC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, MX 

SUBJECT: MEXICO FISHERY DEVELOPMENT STATUS FOR 1978. 

GOM CHIEF DEPT FISHERIES FERNANDO RAFFUL PUBLICLY 
ANNOUNCED MEXICAN FISH LANDINGS FOR 1978 TO REACH 1 
MILLION TONS AND VALUE OF FISH EXPORTS TO BE $350 MILLION 
DOLLARS. THIS COMPARES WITH 1976 LANDING OO 515 THOUSAND 
TONS AND EXPORTS VALUED AT 170 MILLION DOLLARS. 

RAFFUL INDICATED THAT PROJECTED INCREASE FOLLOWED FISHERY 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND NEED FOR INCREASED PRODUCTION TO 
PROVIDE MUCH NEEDED PROTEIN FOR MEXICO, AND AUGMENT EXPORTS. 

PRINCIPAL FOREIGN RECIPIENTS OF FISHERY EXPORTS DURING 
1976, ACCORDING TO RAFFUL, WERE U.S. 48,218 TONS, JAPAN 
2,407, AND FRANCE 105, WITH A TOTAL VALUE OF $165 MILLION 
DOLLARS. HE ALSO STATED NEGOTIATIONS ARE UNDERWAY WITH 
FIRMS FROM FRANCE, NORWAY, DENMARK, AND U.S. WITH OBJECT- 
IVE OF FURTHER DEVELOPING FISHERIES. 

OPINION OF EMBASSY RFO ON SOURCE OF INCREASED LANDINGS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 01857 020104Z 

PROJECTIONS STEM IN PART FROM PROBABLE TAKE OF 80 THOUSAND 
TONS FISH BY MEXICAN VESSELS IN U.S. WATERS AS PER GIFA 
QUOTA ALLOCATION, AND EXPANDED ACTIVITIES IN ENSENADA.B.C., 
ZAPATA OPERATED FISH MEAL PLANT. ANCHOVY LANDINGS THERE 
EXPECTED TO SURPASS 200 THOUSAND TONS IN 1978. LUCEY 
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